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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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In response to the filing dated April 13, 2004. The following action is taken: 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was paientea or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 and 7-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 08273173. 

The examiner interprets "master disk" as any recording type media which is merely a 
medium to equivalence to a CD, DVD, CD-R, DVD-RAM... etc. the reference shows the 
use of an optical head for recording data on a medium type disk comprising: a light 
source 1, focusing and tracking means 12b, objective lens 6, moving the head in a 
seek direction and rotating th< disk (inherently present), and a beam shaping element 
positioned in the optical path of the light beam 2 having a defection functionality by 
changing the refractive index therein 2a and 2b. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 2, 3, 8, 12, 13,16, 18 and 19 see fig 2 having 
the voltage applying an electrode to the change the refractive index of the non-linear 
prism. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 9 and 10, 14, see element LD. 

The following is a quolstion of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set foun in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be necietived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EP 

08273173 in view of Kiriyama et al (6633594). 

The prnary reference discloses the invention as analyzed above. However the 
reference does not disclose the claimed crystal materials. The secondary reference 
discloses the different crystal materials as shown in claims 5-8 for the purpose of 
optimizing the light beam entering and exiting the prism element achieving the desired 
results. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made t use the teachings of tfw secondary reference and modify the system of the 
primary reference. Such modification is well established in the art as to the crystal 
materials used. In addition no criticality is disclosed in the specification as to the use of 
a particular material type. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 5159588 fig 1 1; 5191624 and 4889415. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to NABIL Z. HINDI 
at telephone number (571) 272-7618. 




